Leukotriene receptors in atherosclerosis.
Leukotriene-forming enzymes are expressed within atherosclerotic lesions and locally produced leukotrienes exert pro-inflammatory actions within the vascular wall by means of cell surface receptors of the BLT and CysLT receptor subtypes. The migration and accumulation of inflammatory cells that follow leukotriene receptor activation have been implicated in atherosclerosis initiation and progression. Leukotriene receptors are in addition expressed on endothelial and vascular smooth muscle cells, associated with intimal hyperplasia in early atherosclerosis and restenotic lesions after angioplasty. Taken together, recent evidence suggests that leukotriene receptors may be a potential target in the treatment of atherosclerosis and in the prevention of restenosis after coronary interventions.